
Questions About Worship In the Time of A Pandemic 

Can I come to Mass without signing up ahead of time? 
We really hope that you will sign up, or call the parish office, before you come to Mass.  The 
first couple of weeks are going to be a time of testing out our schedule, as well as the number of 
people who come to worship.  We have room for 100 people at St. John Fisher, and 150 people at 
St. Veronica, sitting every third pew.   Please sign up ahead of time, but know that for people 
who just show up, there will probably be room for ushers to help you to find a seat.  By the way, 
the button on the main page of the web site is very easy to find and use. 

How frequently may I participate in Mass during a week? 
For the first week or two we are asking that you celebrate Mass once a week.  Again, we want to 
make sure that there is enough room for everyone.  My hunch is that daily Mass goers will be 
able to come each day as we move forward.  To start with, let’s just give everyone a chance to 
attend until we figure this out.  Remember, there is no Sunday obligation until further notice.  We 
are trying to spread our congregation out over seven days, not just two days. 

Is a mask required to participate? Will you provide a mask if I can’t bring one? 
YES.  A mask is required to attend Mass so that we can each keep our neighbors safe.  A mask, 
and social distancing, and frequent hand washing are the keys to keeping the virus spread as low 
as possible.  Because there is such an opportunity for people to obtain masks, the church will not 
have masks available. You really need to find one to wear in order to come to church. 

Will the celebrant be wearing a mask? 
Yes, the celebrant will be wearing a mask, certainly when he is 6 feet and closer to another 
person.  Walking in and out of church, distributing Holy Communion, and any other times when 
he is in close proximity to another person, the celebrant will wear a mask.  He will probably not 
be wearing a mask during the gospel, homily and Eucharistic Prayer.  Please note that the only 
bread that will be directly exposed to the celebrant is the smaller host that he will be consuming, 
all other bread for consecration will be off to the side of the altar, covered with a corporal or 
purificator (the cloth we use to cover the altar and wipe the cups, respectively). 

How will we handle seating to observe social distancing? Will families be allowed to sit 
together? 
You will find that there will be two empty pews between each occupied pew.  Additionally, there 
will not be anybody sitting directly across the aisle from you; people will be staggered to give 
proper distancing from others.  When coming to receive Communion it will be necessary for 
people to distance themselves from the person in front of them.  Families, or those living in the 
same household may sit together, six feet from others with whom you do not share a home. 



How will the Mass be different during this time? 
Our Masses will be simple and prayerful.  All of our masses will resemble a weekday Mass. 
• we are asking that people do not socialize before or after Mass, which is counterintuitive to 

our family-like, hospitable character 
• limited singing, with just a verse or two being sung 
• no hymnals in pews - a one-time worship aid will be used 
• readings for the hard-of-hearing can be found at usccb.org for printing 
• a brief homily 
• no holding hands during the Our Father, no sign of peace 
• Communion received only in the hand - for safety, no exceptions 
• as always announcements are on the website, newsletters, Facebook 
• ushers will not hand you a bulletin, pick up one yourself 
• for the time being, no Saturday Confessions — appointments welcome 
• church will be sanitized after each Mass — you may want to bring a bath towel from home to 

put on your pew, then wash when you get home. 

How will we take up the collection? 
A basket will be in the Gathering Area/Narthex for your donations.  Also, there is a button on the 
web site where you can easily give electronically.  Thanks for your continued generosity and 
support of your parish. 

How do I receive communion if I’m wearing a mask? Will we observe social distancing in 
the communion line? 
Simply, receive Holy Communion in the hand, step to the side, lift the bottom of your mask with 
one hand, put the Host on your tongue with the other hand, and consume.  Please leave six feet 
between you and the person in front of you, or beside you, if you do not live in the same home 
with that person.  This will take extra awareness on the part of all of us. 

Please stay home if you are sick, suspect you may have been exposed to the virus, have a 
compromised health status, have any fear about catching the virus, or are living with anyone 
who has not been observing strict social distancing safety practices. 

We will all get through this!  Let’s be patient with one another and ourselves as our society works 
towards good health — for the sake of each other.

http://usccb.org

